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TITLE  OF  THE  ACT 

An  act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  “An  Act  for  the  government  of 
cities  of  the  second  class  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky,”  which 
was  approved  Match  the  19th,  1894,  and  thereafter  in  due  course 
became  a  law,  and  as  same  has  since'  been  amended,  all  of  which  said 
act  and  amendments  now  appear  as  Article  3,  of  Chapter  89,  of  the 
Kentucky  Statutes,  John  D.  Carroll’s  edition  thereof  in  1909. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Kentucky: 


CITIES  MAY  ORGANIZE. 

Section  1.  That  an  Act  entitled,  “An  Act  for  the  government  of 
cities  of  the  second  class  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky,”  which 
was  approved  March  the  19th,  1894,  and  thereafter  became  a  law,  and 
the  amendments  thereto,  which  Act  and  which  Amendments  do  now 
appear  as  Article  3,  of  Chapter  89,  of  the  Kentucky  Statutes,  in  John 
D.  Carroll’s  edition  thereof  in  1909,  be  amended  by  adding  thereto,  at 
the  end  thereof,  the  following  provisions: 

Any  city  of  the  second  class  under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Kentucky  may  become  organized  and  be  governed  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  Act  by  proceeding  as  hereinafter  provided.  Organizing 
under  this  Act  shall  not  change  the  corporate  entity  of  any  city,  but 
the  body-politic  and  corporate  shall  remain  the  same  body  that  it 
now  is. 


REPEALS  INCONSISTENT  ACTS. 

Sec.  2.  All  laws  applicable  to  and  governing  cities  of  the  second 
class  and  not  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  con¬ 
tinue  to  apply  to  and  to  govern  each  city  that  may  organize  under  this 
Act.  And  all  by-laws,  ordinances,  and  resolutions  in  force  in  any  such 
city  and  not  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  continue 
to  be  in  force  until  altered  or  repealed  in  manner  provided  for  in  this 
Act. 


Sec.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  County  Judge  in  the  county  in 
which  is  located  a  city  proposing  to  take  the  sense  of  its  voters,  as 
herein  provided,  upon  the  question  of  organizing  and  being  governed 
under  this  Act,  upon  the  application  by  written  petition  signed  by  a 
number  of  the  legal  voters  of  said  city  equal  to  twenty-five  per  centum 
of  the  votes  cast  in  said  city  at  the  last  preceding  general  election,  to 
receive  said  petition,  and  at  the  next  regular  term  thereafter,  to  make 
an  order  on  his  order  book  directing  an  election  to  be  held  in  said 
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city  at  the  next  regular  election  and  not  earlier  than  sixty  days  after 
said  application  is  lodged  with  said  judge,  which  order  shall  direct  the 
sheriff,  or  other  officer  of  said  county  who  may  be  appointed  to  hold 
said  election,  to  open  the  polls  at  each  and  all  of  the  voting  places  in 
said  city,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  sense  of  the  qualified  voters 
of  said  city  upon  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not  the  citizens  in  said 
city  are  in  favor  of  the  organization  and  government  of  said  city  under 
the  provisions  of  this  Act.  The  question  to  be  submitted  to  the  voters 
shall  be: 

“Are  you  in  favor  of  the  organization  and  government  of  the  city 

of  -  (naming  the  city  in  which  said  vote  is  to  be  taken) 

under  the  provisions  of  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act,  entitled,  “An  Act 
for  the  government  of  cities  of  the  second-class  in  the  Commonwealth 
of  Kentucky,”  which  was  approved  March  19,  1894,  and  thereafter  in 
due  course  became  a  law  and  as  same  has  since  been  amended,  all  of 
which  said  Act  and  amendments  now  appear  as  Article  3,  of  Chapter 
89,  of  the  Kentucky  Statutes,  in  John  D.  Carroll’s  edition  thereof,  in 
1909,  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky  of  the  1910  edition 
thereof. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  County  Clerk  to  give  to  the  Sheriff  of 
the  county,  or  to  such  officer  as  may  be  appointed  to  hold  said  election, 
a  certified  copy  of  the  order  of  the  County  Court,  as  it  appears  on  the 
order  book,  within  five  days  after  such  order  is  made;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  said  Sheriff,  or  other  such  officer,  to  have  said  order  pub¬ 
lished  in  some  weekly  or  daily  newspaper  published  or  circulated  in 
said  county,  for  at  least  two  weeks  before  the  election,  and  also  to 
advertise  the  same  by  printed  or  written  hand  bills  posted  in  con¬ 
spicuous  places  in  said  city,  for  the  same  length  of  time.  If  there  is 
no  weekly  or  daily  newspaper  published  in  said  city,  or  the  proprietor 
of  said  paper  refuses  to  publish  such  notice,  the  printed  or  written 
hand  bills  provided  for,  shall  be  sufficient  notice.  The  Sheriff  or  other 
such  officer  shall  have  the  advertisement  and  notice  herein  provided 
for  posted,  as  herein  required,  within  seven  days  after  he  receives 
th  order  of  the  County  Court.  All  elections  provided  for  in  this  Act, 
except  the  primary  elections,  shall  be  held  on  the  regular  election 
day,  by  the  regular  election  officers. 

If  it  shall  be  found  that  a  majority  of  the  legal  votes  cast  at  the 
election  herein  above  provided  for,  were  given  for  or  against  said 
proposition  submitted,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Canvassing  Board  to 
certify  that  fact,  which  certificates  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  County  Court  and  a  copy  thereof  delivered  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
city,  and  at  the  next  regular  term  of  said  Court  the  County  Judge 
shall  cause  the  same  to  be  spread  on  the  order  book  of  said  Court,  and 
the  entry  of  said  certificate  in  the  order  book,  or  copy  thereof,  shall 
be  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  facts  therein  contained. 
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When  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  shall  be  in  favor  of  organizing 
and  governing  the  city  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  said  fact 
shall  be  certified,  as  hereinbefore  provided,  by  the  said  Canvassing 
Board  to  the  County  Clerk,  a  copy  of  which  shall  be  certified  to  the 
City  Clerk  and  said  copy  of  said  certificates  shall  be  spread  upon  the 
records  of  said  county,  as  herein  provided,  and  upon  the  records  of 
said  city,  at  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  thereupon 
said  city  shall  be  organized  and  governed  by  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

OFFICES  ABOLISHED. 

Sec.  4.  All  the  present  city  ofiices  save  those  of  Mayor  and  Police 
Judge,  shall,  at  the  expiration  of  that  year  which  shall  next  follow 
the  year  in  which  said  election  is  held,  be  ipso  facto  abolished,  if  the 
vote  at  said  election  shall  be  in  favor  of  the  organization  and  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  city  under  this  Act:  Provided,  that  the  offices  of  City 
Treasurer,  City  Clerk,  City  Assessor,  City  Engineer,  City  Jailer  and 
City  Attorney  shall  not  be  deemed  abolished  until  the  expiration  of 
the  term  of  those  incumbents  who  have  been  duly  elected  to  said 
offices  before  the  taking  effect  of  this  Act. 

ELECTION  OF  FIRST  COMMISSIONERS. 

Sec.  5.  If  the  year  in  which  such  election  under  this  act  shall  be 
held  in  any  city,  be  an  even  year,  and  the  vote  shall  be  in  favor  of 
the  organization  and  government  of  the  city  under  the  provisions  of 
this  Act,  then  at  the  regular  city  election  in  the  next  following  odd 
year,  there  shall  be:  elected  by  the  qualified  voters  of  said  city,  four 
Commissioners  and  a  Mayor,  if  the  term  of  the  then  Mayor  will 
expire  with  such  odd  year,  or  four  Commissioners  and  a  Police  Judge, 
if  the  term  of  the  then  Police  Judge  will  expire  with  such  odd  year. 

If  the  year  in  which  an  election  shall  be  or  may  have  been  held 
in  any  city,  upon  the  proposition  as  to  whether  such  city  shall  be 
organized  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  be  an  odd  year,  and  the 
vote  shall  be  or  was,  in  favor  of  such  proposition,  then  at  the  regular 
city  election  in  the  next  following  even  year,  only  four  Commissioners 
shall  be  elected,  and  the  terms  of  office  of  such  Commissioners  elected 
in  such  even  year,  shall  be  for  the  one  year  only,  and  at  the  regular 
election  in  the  next  following  odd  year,  there  shall  be  elected  four 
Commissioners  and  a  Mayor,  if  the  term  of  the  then  Mayor  will  expire 
with  said  year,  or  four  Commissioners  and  a  Police  Judge,  if  the  term 
of  the  then  Police  Judge  will  expire  with  such  year. 

The  Mayor,  Police  Judge  and  Commissioners  shall  be  nominated 
and  elected  from  the  city  at  large,  and  in  the  manner  prescribed 
in  this  Act. 
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MANNER  OF  NOMINATING. 

Sec.  6.  No  person  shall  be  elected  without  first  having  been  nomi¬ 
nated  in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed.  On  the  third  Saturday 
before  the  day  of  the  regular  election,  there  shall  be  held  a  primary 
election.  Said  primary  election  shall  be  conducted  by  the  same 
officers  chosen  and  acting  in  the  same  manner,  with  the  same  rights 
and  duties,  as  in  the  later  regular  election.  Each  applicant  for  nomi¬ 
nation  shall,  at  least  ten  days  before  the  day  for  said  primary  election, 
file  with  the  County  Clerk  petition  signed  by  at  least  one  hundred 
voters  and  in  the  following  form : 

“We,  the  undersigned,  qualified  voters  of  the  city  of  - 

(naming  it),  and  residing  each  at  the  place  indicated  opposite  his 

name  signed  hereto,  do  hereby  request  that  the  name  of  - - 

(naming  the  applicant),  be  placed  on  the  ballot  as  that  of  an  applicant 

for  nomination  for  the  office  of - (naming  the  office  sought), 

at  the  primary  election  to  be  held  in  our  city  on  the  third  Saturday 
before  the  next  regular  election.  We  know  the  applicant  to  be  a 
qualified  voter  of  the  city  and  a  man  of  good  character;  and  he  is  in 
our  judgment  qualified  for  the  duties  of  the  office  sought  by  him.” 


Name. 


Numbers. 


Streets. 


Such  petition  shall  be  verified  by  the  affidavit  of  some  person  or 
persons  as  to  the  genuineness  and  addresses  of  the  signers. 

No  voter  shall  sign  more  than  one  such  petition  with  reference  to 
each  office  that  is  to  be  filled.  In  the  event  that  a  person  shall  sign 
more  than  one  petition  of  applicants  for  nomination  for  Mayor  or 
Police  Judge,  or  shall  sign  the  petitions  of  more  than  four  applicants 
for  nomination  for  commissioners,  then  the  name  of  said  petitioner 
shall  not  be  counted  as  a  valid  name  on:  any  of  the  said  petitions. 
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NON-PARTISAN  PRIMARY  ELECTION. 

Immediately  upon  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  filing  said  petition 
the  said  County  Clerk  shall  cause  to  be  published  for  three  successive 
days  in  the  official  newspaper  of  the  city  and  such  other  newspapers 
as  he  may  designate,  in  proper  form,  the  names  of  the  persons  as  they 
will  appear  upon  the  primary  ballot,  and  the  said  Clerk  shall  there¬ 
upon  cause  the  primary  ballot  to  be  printed,  authenticated  with  fac 
simile  of  his  signature:  Upon  said  ballots  the  names  of  said  appli¬ 
cants  for  each  nomination  shall  be  placed  in  alphabetical  order  in  the 
square  at  the  right  of  each  name,  and  above  the  names  of  the  appli¬ 
cants  for  nomination  for  Mayor  or  Police  Judge,  as  the  case  may  be, 
shall  be  printed  the  words,  “Vote  for  One;”  and  above  the  names  of 
the  applicants  for  Commissioners  shall  be  printed  the  words,  “Vote 
for  Four.” 

The  ballots  shall  contain  no  party  designation,  or  emblem  of  any 
kind,  nor  any  sign  indicating  any  applicant’s  political  belief,  or  party 
affiliation. 

Having  caused  said  ballots  to  be  printed,  the  said  County  Clerk 
shall  cause  to  be  delivered  at  each  polling  place  a  number  of  said 
ballots  .equal  to  twice  the  number  of  votes  cast  in  such  polling  pre¬ 
cinct  at  the  last  preceding  general  municipal  election  for  Mayor.  The 
persons  who  are  qualified  to  vote  at  the  general  municipal  election 
shall  be  qualified  to  vote  at  such  primary  election,  and  the  law  appli¬ 
cable  to  challenges  made  at  a  general  municipal  election  shall  be 
applicable  to  challenges  made  at  such  primary  election.  The  officers 
of  election  shall  immediately  upon  the  closing  of  the  polls,  count  the 
ballots  and  ascertain  the  number  of  votes  cast  in  each  precinct  for 
each  of  the  applicants,  and  make  return'  thereof  to  the  County  Clerk, 
upon  proper  blanks  to  be  furnished  by  the  said  Clerk,  within  six  hours 
of  the  closing  of  the  polls.  On  the  day  following  the  said  primary 
election  the  County  Board  of  Election  Commissioners  shall  canvass 
said  returns  so  received  from  all  the  polling  precincts,  and  shall  pub¬ 
lish  in  the  official  newspaper  of  the  city  at  least  once,  the  result 
thereof.  Said  canvass  by  the  County  Board  shall  be  publicly  made. 

At  such  primary  election  the  two  applicants  receiving  the  highest 
number  of  votes  for  nomination  for  Mayor  or  Police  Judge,  as  the 
case  may  be,  shall  be  thereby  nominated;  and  the  eight  applicants 
receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  nomination  for  Commis¬ 
sioners  shall  be  thereby  nominated. 

NON-PARTISAN  REGULAR  ELECTION. 

Sec.  7.  At  the  regular  election  held  under  this  Act,  the  names  of 
the  nominees  shall  be  placed  in  alphabetical  order  upon  the  ballots 
different  from  those  used  at  the  nomination  only  in  that  they  (the 
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election  ballots)  shall  contain  only  the  names  of  the  successful  nomi¬ 
nees  receiving  the  greatest  number  of  votes  cast  for  Mayor  or  Police 
Judge  (as  the  case  may  bei)  and  the  four  Commissioners  receiving 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  cast  for  Commissioners,  shall  be  elected, 
respectively,  Mayor  or  Police  Judge  (as  the  case  may  be)  and  Com¬ 
missioners. 

Sec.  8.  Every  fourth  year  after  the  election  at  which  a  Mayor  and 
four  Commissioners  shall  be  elected,  and  at  the  corresponding  times 
in  the  year,  a  primary  election  and  a  regular  election  shall  be  held  in 
the  same  manner  and  for  the  same  offices;  and  every  fourth  year 
after  the  election  at  which  such  Police  Judge  and  four  Commissioners 
shall  be  elected,  and  at  the  corresponding  times  in  the  year,  a  primary 
election  and  a  regular  election  shall  be  held  in  the  same  manner  and 
for  the  same  offices. 

Sec.  9.  Any  legal  voter  of  not  less  than  twenty-five  years  of  age 
and  possessing  the  other  qualifications  prescribed  by  law,  shall  be 
eligible  to  election  to  any  office  under  this  Act. 

ROTATION  OF  BALLOTS. 

Sec.  10.  At  all  elections  held  under  said  Act  the  ballots  shall  be 
on  a  different  sheet,  from  all  other  ballots  to  be  used  in  any  election 
and  shall  be  in  the  form  therein  prescribed,  except  the  words,  “City 
Ballot”  shall  be  at  the  head  thereof,  and  the  names  of  all  candidates 
shall  be  printed  on  said  ballot  in  a  single  column.  The  names  of  the 
candidates  shall  be  printed  on  the  first  fifty  ballots  as  arranged  in 
alphabetical  order  and  on  each  of  the  succeeding  fifty  ballots  the 
names  shall  be  printed  in  the  same  order,  except  that  the  first  name 
on  the  preceding  fifty  ballots  shall  shall  be  shifted  to  the  last  place 
on  the  next  succeeding  fifty  ballots,  which  last  name  so  shifted  from 
the  first  place  on  said  previous  lot  of  fifty  ballots  shall  be  succeeded 
by  the  second  name  thereon  at  all  times,  and  so  on  thereafter  through¬ 
out,  a  like  change  or  rotation  being  made  in  the  printed  order  of 
names  for  every  fifty  ballots. 

The  provisions  for  the  general  election  law  of  the  State  of  Ken¬ 
tucky  as  to  the  duties  of  the  County  Clerk  and  other  public  officers 
in  the  matter  of  printing  and  distributing  ballots,  of  the  issuing  of 
them  to  the  voters,  of  receiving  and  depositing  them  in  ballot  boxes 
and  of  counting  and  preserving  them,  and  in  all  other  particulars 
except  as  otherwise  provided  herein  shall  be  applicable  in  all  respects 
to  the  election  of  the  municipal  officers  under  the  provisions  of  this 
Act,  provided  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  of  each  county 
in  which  is  a  city  of  the  second  class  operating  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  to  provide  for  each  precinct  in  said  city  a  separate  box 
for  the  reception  of  ballots  used  in  the  election  of  the  municipal 
officers.  And,  provided,  further,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
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officers  of  election  in  each  precinct  to  issue  the  ballots  herein  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  the  same  manner  as  other  ballots  are  issued  at  said 
elections',  by  writing  the  name  and  the  residence  of  the  voter  upon 
the  primary  stub  and  his  registered  number  upon  the  secondary  stub 
of  the  city  ballot,  and  by  observing  as  to  these  ballots  such  other 
regulations  for  the  issue  and  deposit  of  ballots  as  may  be  prescribed 
for  elections  generally.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  election  officer  or 
other  person  within  the  election  booth  to  tell  or  to  indicate,  by  word 
of  mouth  or  otherwise,  to  a  voter  what  may  be  the  political  affiliation 
of  any  candidate,  and  a  violation  of  this  provision  shall  be  a  mis¬ 
demeanor,  punishable  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars. 
At  the  opening  of  the  polls  at  any  election  herein  provided  for,  each 
judge  shall  appoint  an  inspector  and  challenger,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  act  as  such  in  the  precinct  in  which  he  is  appointed  and  in  so 
acting  said  inspector  and  challenger  shall  be  governed  by  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  general  election  law  with  reference  to  inspectors  and 
challengers. 


SALARIES. 

Sec.  11.  The  Mayor  shall  be  elected  for  a  term  of  four  years,  be¬ 
ginning  on  the  first  Monday  in  January  following  his  election;  and  he 
shall  receiye  an  annual  salary  of  thirty-six  hundred  dollars  ($3,600.00). 

Sec.  12.  The  Commissioners  shall  be  elected  each  for  a  term  of 
two  years,  beginning  on  the  first  Monday  in  January  following  his 
election;  and  each  Commissioner  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of 
three  thousand  dollars  ($3,000):  Provided,  however,  That  the  proposi¬ 
tion  for  the  organization  and  government  of  the  city  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  said  Act  approved  March  21,  1910,  be  adopted.  The  four 
Commissioners  elected  in  the  next  following  even  year,  shall,  as  here¬ 
inbefore  provided1,  hold  their  office  for  the  term  of  onei  year  only. 

The  Commissioner  of  each  department  shall  keep  a  public  office 
at  the  city  building,  at  which  place  he  may  be  found  or  communicated 
with  during  stated  hours  to  be  fixed  by  him  for  the  convenience  of  the 
public,  unless  special  duty  shall  call  him  elsewhere. 

POWERS  OF  BOARD. 

Sec.  13.  The  Mayor  and  the  four  Commissioners  shall  constitute  a 
Board  of  Commissioners.  In  this  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  be 
vested  all  the  legislative,  executive  and  administrative  power  of  the 
city,  save  as  herein  otherwise  provided. 
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ORGANIZATION  OF  BOARD. 

Sec.  14.  Three  members  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  con¬ 
stitute  a  quorum,  but  the  affirmative  vote  of  at  least  three  members 
shall  be  necessary  to  the  adoption  of  any  motion,  resolution  or  ordi¬ 
nance,  to  the  making  or  approval  of  any  contract,  or  to  passage  of 
any  measure. 

Upon  each  vote  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  recorded;  and  each 
motion,  resolution,  and  ordinance  shall  be  reduced  to  writing  and  read 
before  the  vote  is  taken  thereon. 

The  Mayor  shall  preside  at  meetings  of  the  Board.  He  shall  have 
no  veto  power.  But  each  resolution,  measure,  or  ordinance  shall  be 
.  signed  by  him  or  by  two  Commissioners,  and  recorded  before  it  shall 
take  effect. 

The  Board  of  Commissioners  shall,  at  the  beginning  of  its  term  of 
office,  elect,  by  a  majority  of  all  its  members,  one  Commissioner  to  act 
as  Mayer  pro-tern;  and  the  Commissioner  so  chosen  shall  be  invested 
with  all  the  powers  and  shall  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  Mayor  in 
the  event  of  his  absence  from  the  city,  or  his  inability  to  attend  to  the 
duties  of  his  office. 

HASTY  LEGISLATION  FORBIDDEN. 

Sec.  15.  Every  ordinance  or  resolution  ordering  the  construction 
or  re-construction  of  any  street,  sewer  or  other  public  work,  or  making 
or  authorizing  any  contract  involving  the  expenditure  of  more  than 
one  thousand  ($1,000)  dollars,  or  granting  any  franchise  or  the  right 
to  use  or  occupy  the  streets,  highways,  bridges  or  public  places  of  the 
city  for  any  except  a  merely  temporary  purpose  shall  after  its  intro¬ 
duction  and  before  its  adoption  remain  on  file  at  least  one  week  for 
public  inspection  in  the  completed  form  in  which  it  shall  be  put  upon 
its  final  passage;  and  no  such  ordinance  or  resolution  shall  go  into 
effect  until  the  expiration  of  ten  days  after  its  passage,  except  in  case 
of  emergency  the  public  health  or  safety  shall  require  that  it  take 
immediate  effect,  which  fact  shall  be  declared  by  the  unanimous  vote 
of  the  Board  of  Commissioners. 

WEEKLY  MEETINGS. 

Sec.  16.  The  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  meet  at  least  once  a 
week  for  the  transaction  of  its  business.  It  shall  fix  by  ordinance  the 
times  of  holding  its  regular  meetings.  Any  special  meeting  may  be 
called  by  the  Mayor  or  by  two  Commissioners.  All  meetings  shall 
be  public. 
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FIVE  DEPARTMENTS  CREATED. 

Sec.  17.  The  administrative  functions  of  the  city  shall  be  classified 
under  five  departments,  to-wit: 

1.  — Department  of  Public  Affairs; 

2.  — Department  of  Public  Finance; 

3.  — Department  of  Public  Safety; 

4.  — Department  of  Public  Works; 

5.  — Department  of  Public  Property. 

FUNCTIONS  OF  DEPARTMENTS. 

Sec.  18.  The  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  determine  the  func¬ 
tions  of  each  department  and  shall  prescribe  the  duties  of  its  ComL 
missioner  and  of  his  employes.  It  may  assign  any  employe  to  one  or 
more  departments,  or  require  any  employe  to  perform  duties  in  two  or 
more  departments.  It  shall  make  all  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
to  the  conduct  of  the  various  departments  as  may  be  necessary  and 
proper  for  the  efficient  and  economic  conduct  of  the  business  of 
the  city. 


DIVISION  OF  DUTIES. 

Sec.  19.  The  Mayor  shall  be  the  Commissioner  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Affairs;  and  he  shall  have  a  general  advisory  supervision 
over  the  affairs  of  all  the  departments. 

The  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  at  its  first  regular  meeting 
designate  by  majority  vote  one  Commissioner  to  have  superintendence 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Finance;  one  other  Commissioner  to  have 
superintendence  of  the  Department  of  Public  Safety;  one  other  Com¬ 
missioner  to  have  superintendence  of  the  Department  of  Public 
works;  and  one  other  Commissioner  to  have  superintendence  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Property. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  EMPLOYES. 

Sec.  20.  The  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  also  at  its  first  meet¬ 
ing  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be  practicable  appoint  all  such 
employes  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  proper  and  efficient  conduct 
of  the  affairs  of  the  city. 

All  such  employes  shall  be  agents,  not  officers,  of  the  city;  and 
they  shall  perform  such  duties,  and  for  such,  compensation,  as  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  may  by  ordinance  prescribe.  Each  employe 
shall  be  selected  with  reference  solely  to  his  fitness  and  for  the  good 
of  the  public  service,  without  reference  to  his  political  faith  or  party 
affiliation,  and  the  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  adopt  such  rules  and 
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regulations  looking  to  the  appointment  and  discharge  of  employes  as 
will  tend  to  carry  out  the  spirit  of  this  provision  and  lead  to  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  merit  system  in  public  service. 

PUBLICATION  OF  REPORTS. 

Sec.  21.  The  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  at  the  termination  of 
eacn  month  of  the  fiscal  year  cause  to  be  printed  in  the  official  news¬ 
paper  an  itemized  statement  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
city  during  that  month. 

At  the  termination  of  each  fiscal  year  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
shall"  cause  one  or  more  competent  accountants  to  make  a  complete 
examination  of  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  city,  and  shall  cause  the 
result  of  such  examination  to  be  published  in  the  official  newspaper 
and  in  pamphlet  form,  and  a  copy  of  the  report  in  pamphlet  form  to 
be  given  to  each  voter  who  may  apply  for  same  at  the  proper  office. 

FILLING  OF  VACANCIES'. 

Sec.  22.  In  case  of  the  death,  resignation  or  inability  of  the  Mayor, 
causing  a  permanent  vacancy  in  said  office,  the  Mayor  pro-tem  shall 
act  as  Mayor  and  shall  possess  all  the  rights  and  powers  and  perform 
all  of  the  duties  of  the  Mayor  and  receive  his  salary  under  the  official 
title,  however,  of  Mayor  pro-tem,  until  such  vacancy  in  the  office  of 
Mayor  is  filled  by  an  election  ordered  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners, 
for  that  purpose,  at  which  time  the  Mayor  pro-tem,  if  his  term  as 
Commissioner  ■  be  then  unexpired,  shall  resume  his  duties  as  such 
Commissioner.  In  the  event  that  any  Commissioner  shall  for  more 
than  thirty  days  be  necessarily  absent  from  the  city  or  for  the  same 
period  shall  be  unable  from  sickness  or  other  cause  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  his  office,  or  in  the  event  the  Mayor  pro-tem  shall  be  filling 
the  office  of  Mayor  as  contemplated  in  section  14  above,  for  such 
period,  the  Board  of  Commissioners  may  fill  such  office  temporarily 
by  appointment,  and  said  appointee  shall  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
commissioner  whose  place  may  be  thus  temporarily  filled  until  such 
Commissioner  shall  return  or  become  fit  for  and  resume  his  duties 
and  any  such  temporary  appointee  shall  serve  without  compensation. 
In  the  event  of  a  permanent  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
caused  by  death,  resignation  or  inability  of  any  member  thereof,  or 
in  the  event  of  a  permanent  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Mayor  shall  be 
filled  by  the  Mayor  pro-tem,  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  appoint¬ 
ment  by  the  other  members  of  the  Board  until  the  vacancy  shall  be 
filled  by  the  election  of  a  successor  at  the  nextrgular  election  of 
Municipal  officers  as  is  prescribed  by  law,  and  such  temporary  ap¬ 
pointee  shall  for  the  time  he  serves  as  such  receive  the  salary  of  the 
Commissioner  whos^sfiplace  he  has  been  appointed  to  fill. 
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A  vacancy  shall  exist  when  any  elective  officer  fails  to  qualify 
within  ten  days  after  notice  of  his  election,  or  dies,  or  resigns,  or 
moves  his  domicile  outside  the  city,  or  remains  outside  the  city  for 
a  period  of  six  months,  or  is  convicted  of  felony,  or  is  judicially 
declared  insane,  or  is  removed  from  office  in  any  manner. 

REMOVAL  FROM  OFFICE. 

Sec.  23.  In  case  of  misconduct,  inability,  or  wilful  neglect  in  the 
performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  the  Mayor  or  any  Commis¬ 
sioner  may  be  removed  from  office  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  other 
four  members  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners.  But  no  such  officer 
shall  be  so  removed  without  having  been  given  the  right  to  have  a 
full  public  hearing  with  representation  by  counsel,  and  with  witnesses 
summoned  in  his  behalf  and  required  to  testify.  The  findings  of  fact 
at  any  such  hearing,  and  the  reasons  for  any  such  removal,  shall  be 
stated  in  writing  and  filed  as  mater  of  public  record. 

PROVISION  FOR  REFERENDUM. 

Sec.  24.  If  during  the  ten  days  next  following  the  passage  of  any 
such  ordinance  as  can  not  within  said  ten  days  become  effective,  a 
petition  signed  by  a  number  of  voters  equal  to  at  least  twenty-five 
per  centum  of  the  total  number  of  votes  cast  for  both  candidates  for 
Mayor  at  the  last  preceding  regular  election  for  Mayor  stating  the 
residence  of  each  signer,  and  verified  as  to  signatures  and  residence 
by  the  affidavits  of  some  one  or  more  persons,  shall  be  presented  to 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  protesting  against  the  passage  of  such 
ordinance,  such  ordinance  shall  be  suspended  from  going  into  effect, 
and  shall  be  reconsidered  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners.  If  such 
ordinance  be  not  then  repealed  the  Board  shall  submit  to  the  voters 
of  the  whole  city,  at  either  a  special  or  a  regular  election,  according 

to  law,  the  following  question:  “Shall  the  ordinance  - 

(briefly  describing  it),  go  into  effect?”  and  if  a  majority  of  the  votes 
cast  upon  such  question  be  in  the  negative  the  ordinance  shall  not  go 
into  effect.  But  if  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  upon  such  question  be 
in  the  affirmative,  the  ordinance  shall  go  into  effect  as  soon  as  the 
result  is  officially  ascertained  and  declared. 

PROVISION  FOR  INITIATIVE. 

Sec.  25.  If  a  petition  signed  by  a  number  of  voters  equal  to  at  least 
twenty-five  per  centum  of  the  total  number  of  votes  cast  for  both  can¬ 
didates  for  Mayor  at  the  last  preceding  regular  election  for  Mayor, 
stating  the  residence  of  each  signer,  and  verified  by  the  affidavits  of 
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some  one  or  more  persons  as  to  the  signatures  and  residences,  request¬ 
ing  the  Board  of  Commissioners  to  pass  an  ordinance  therein  set  forth 
— if  such  petition  be  presented  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  and  if 
the  ordinance  therein  -requested  to  be  passed  be  one  that  the  Board 
has  no  legal  right  to  pass  then  the  Board  shall  either  pass  such  pro¬ 
posed  ordinance  without  alteration,  within  ten  days  after  such  petition 
is  filed,  or  submit  the  question  of  its  passage  to  the  voters  of  the  city 
at  the  next  regular  election.  At  such  election  the  question  submitted 
shall  be,  “Shall  the  proposed  ordinance  -  (briefly  describ¬ 

ing  it),  be  passed?”  If  the  majority  of  the  votes  cast  upon  said  ques¬ 
tion  be  in  the  affirmative,  the  proposed  ordinance  shall  be  thereby 
passed,  and  shall  become  effective  as  soon  as  -the  result  is  o^cially 
ascertained  and  declared.  And  such  ordinance  shall  not  be  amended 
or  repealed,  except  by  the  voters  at  a  regular  biennial  city  election. 
Any  number  of  proposed  ordinances  requested  by  petition  as  above 
provided  for  may  be  voted  on  at ’any  election. 

PUBLICATION  OF  ORDINANCES. 

Sec.  26.  Whenever  a  question  of  passage  of  a  proposed  ordinance, 
or  of  the  going  into  effect,  or  the  repeal,  or  the  amendment  of  an 
ordinance  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  voters  at  an  election,  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  shall  cause  the  proposed  ordinance,  or  the  ordinance 
and  amendment,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  be  printed  once  before  such 
election  in  the  official  newspaper  of  the  city,  and  in  such  others  news¬ 
papers  as  the  Board  of  Commissioners  may  direct  before  such  election. 

EXPENSES  OF  PRIMARY  ELECTION. 

Sec.  27.  The  expenses  of  all  primary  elections  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act  shall  be  paid  by  the  city. 

BONDS  OF  OFFICIALS. 

Sec.  28.  The  Mayor  and  each  Commissioner  shall  execute  a  guar¬ 
antee  bond  to  the  city  upon  which  an  action  may  be  maintained  by 
any  person  or  persons  as  shall  be  interested  in  the  keeping  of  the 
covenants  therein  contained,  in  the  penal  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars 
($10,000),  conditioned  upon  the  faithful  performance  of  his  official 
duties;  such  bonds  to  be  approved  by  the  County  Judge,  and  filed  as 
matters  of  public  record. 

SCHOOL  BOARD  EXEMPT. 

Sec.  29.  Nothing  herein  shall  be  construed  to  apply  to  the  organi¬ 
zation,  existence,  or  conducting  of  the  affairs  of  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation.  ' 
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CITIES  MAY  RECONSIDER. 

Sec.  30.  Whenever  the  citizens  of  any  city,  shall  have  been  organ¬ 
ized  and  governed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  for  a  period  of  not 
less  than  four  years,  shall  desire  that  the  organization  and  government 
of  such  city  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  terminate  and  cease 
and  said  citizens  shall  file  with  the  County  Judge  of  the  county  in 
which  is  located  such  city,  written  petition  signed  by  a  number  of 
legal  voters  of  said  city  equal  to  thirty-three  and  one-third  (33  1-3) 
per  centum  of  the  votes  cast  in  said  city  at  the  last  preceding  election, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  County  Judge  of  said  county  to  receive  said 
petition  and  at  the  next  regular  term  thereafter  to  make  an  order  on 
his  order  book,  directing  an  election  to  be  held  in  said  city  at  the  next 
regular  election  and  not  earlier  than  sixty  days  after  said  application 
is  lodged  with  the  said  Judge,  which  order  shall  direct  the  Sheriff  or 
other  officer  of  said  county  who  may  be  appointed  to  hold  said  elec¬ 
tion,  to  open  the  polls  at  each  and  all  of  the  voting  places  in  said  city 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  sense  of  the  qualified  voters  of  said  city 
upon  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not  the  citizens  of  said  city  are  in 
favor  of  the  abandonment  of  the  organization  and  government  of  said 
city  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act.  The  question  to  be  submitted 
to  the  voters,  shall  be: 

Shall  the  City  of - (naming  the  city)  abandon  its 

organization  and  government  under  the  provisions  of  an  “Act  to 
amend  an  Act,  entitled,  ‘An  Act  for  the  government  of  cities  of  the 
second  class  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky,’  approved  March  19, 
1894,  and  thereafter  in  due  course  became  a  law,  and  as  same  has 
since  been  amended,  all  of  which  said.  Act  and  amendments  now 
appear  as  Article  3,  Chapter  89,  of  the  Kentucky  Statutes  in  John  D. 
Carroll’s  Edition  thereof  in  1909.” 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  County  Clerk  to  give  to  the  Sheriff  of 
the  county  or  to  such  other  officer  as  may  be  appointed  to  hold  said 
election,  a  certified  copy  of  the  order  of  the  County  Court  as  it 
appears  on  the  order  book,  within  five  days  after  such  order  is  made, 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Sheriff,  or  other  such  officer,  to 
have  such  order  published  in  some  weekly  or  daily  newspaper,  pub¬ 
lished  or  circulated  in  said  county,  for  at  least  two  weeks  before  the 
election,  and  also  to  advertise  the  same  by  printed  or  written  hand 
bills  posted  in  conspicuous  places  in  said  city,  for  the  same  length  of 
time.  If  there  is  no  weekly  or  daily  newspaper  published  in  said  city, 
or  the  proprietor  of  such  paper  refuses  to  publish  said  notice,  the 
printed  or  written  band  bills  provided  for  shall  be  sufficient  notice. 
The  Sheriff,  or  other  such  officer,  shall  have  the  advertisements  and 
notices  herein  provided  for,  posted  as  herein  required,  within  seven 
days  after  he  receives  the  orders  of  the  County  Court.  It  shall  be  the 
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duty  of  the  Canvassing  Board  to  certify  the  result  of  said  election  to 
the  County  Court  which  certificate  shall  be  delivered  to  the  clerk  of 
the  city,  and  at  the  next  regular  term  of  said  court  the  County  Judge 
shall  cause  the  same  to  be  spread  upon  theorder  book  of  said  court 
and  the  entry  of  said  certificate  on  the  order  book,  or  copy  thereof, 
shall  he  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  facts  therein  contained. 

When  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  shall  be  in  favor  of  said  propo¬ 
sition  so  submitted,  and  said  facts  shall  he  certified  as  hereinbefore 
provided,  by  said  Canvassing  Board  to  the  County  Clerk  and  a  copy 
of  which  shall  be  certified  to  the  City  Clerk  and  said  copy  of  said 
certificate  shall  be  spread  upon  the  records  of  said  county,  as  herein 
provided,  and  upon  the  records  of  said  city  at  the  next  regular  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  City  Council,  thereupon  said  city  shall  cease  to  be  gov¬ 
erned  by  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  but  thereafter  shall  be  governed 
by  the  provisions  of  Chapter  89  of  said  Statutes,  independent  of  the 
provisions  of  this  Act. 


